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TOP SECRET Auguet 13, 1958 


MEMORANDUM FOR MH. HERTER 


j-H kite, 
icy 


Subject: Auguat 14 Disausalon of Talwar 2- eb ce 


Straits e : 
a. Sip 

The question of a review of 03 pelicy on Lines 4 a 
Offshore Islands was raised yesterday in the - AAAs , : 
Planning Board, After this meeting, I waa shown I--enf, 
a copy of the memorandum af your meeting an thie a 
Bub jest with the Secretary and othera on August 6, Rez crraf! 
at which the Secretary indieated that It way be bs 
depirable to pake a clearer public statement of 
our intentions, 





Tt may b¢ useful for you to have the follow- 
ing pointe in mind during tomorrow'a NGG dlacue- 
Blon: 


1. It 1a gut understanding that aurrent Jcs 
wax plane onli for the defense of Quemoy and Mateu 
by nuclear btrikes deep into Communist China, 
ineluding military targets in the Shanghai -Hangehor- 
Nanking and Canton complexes where population dengity 
ie axtremely high. 


2. The attached excerpta from the recent 
“Limited War" study are pertinent [Tats 4]. During 
thie etudy we were edvined oy represetitatives of 
the JoLnt Chiefs that military planning contained 
therein wie baged on the existing contingent war pian. 


4, While nuclear atelkes wonid Ge with "Low 
yield" weapong, this would include weapons having 6 
yleid coemparatle to 20 KT weapons dropped on Wlroshins 
and Nagasaki, It is my judgment that before such 
hostilities were over there would be mllliena of 
non-combatant casualties, 


TOP SECRET 


TOF JECKET 


afe 
an BS 
fe? 
&. Mer. Roperteson's commenta on tht political 
inplieeticnes of our wilirary planning for linited war 


hostilities in the Far Bast, ae refleoted by the recent 
“Limited War" atudy, ate attached at Tab -B. 


5. The President recentiy direated the preparation 
of a National Intelligence Eatimate on Sine-Seviet and 
Fres Worid Reactions te US Uae of Nuclear Weapons in Su 
Limited Wars in bie Far East [Teh oc}, It soncludes that | 


+ 


if our present mliitary planning was carried out Peiping es) 3 
and ita Soviat ally would probably feel campelled te “Ma fe ide, 
react With nuclear attacks at least on Taiwan and on the Petry 
Seventh Pleet. Under our present atrateglo concept, this 


would be the eignak for general nuclear war between the 
OS and the USSR, hen ta 


G. % doubt thet Congressional teaders are amare of 
the implications of exercising the authority under the 
reselution of Janpery 29, 1955, by the method planned 
by the Jes, If a desision La taken to issue a clarifying 
otalement, 1f may be dealrable to consult with key Gon- 
greaplonal leaders, 


in the light of the &#bove sonaiderations, it acene 
to me that the US does not have a politifally feasible 
eeoabliity ta defend Quemay and Mateu. I question 
whether, in the event of an attack on Guemoy and Hatey, 
we Bhoyid ox will run the vary grave rlak of general 
nuclear war attendant on our presant miditary planning. 
Tf the vital aeourity interests of the US require us ts 
defend these lelanda, we ahcuid, on an urgent bagia, 
develop an alternative wiliteary capability baged on a 
local defense of these tagiands which wanld give some nope 
of dimiting the hostilities, Util we ave within aight 
of puch & jooa) defense espabllity, | queption the wigsdos: 
oY any public clarification of our commitment in regard tu 
Quemoy and Mateu. : 


Gerard ¢. Saith 
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